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FARRINGDON RINGMASTER and FACEBOOK 

For those of you not aware who have computers, the ringmaster is a way of informing 
residents of important events. To be added to the circulation list please send an email 

to Nigel Dutt at the following address : farringdon.ringmaster@hotmail.com 

There is also a Farringdon Parish Facebook group for Parish Residents 
The Flyer will be posted on the Facebook Group page and website fra.chessck.co.uk 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE? 

GET IN TOUCH WITH US AT 

thefarringdonflyer@gmail.com 

mailto:farringdon.ringmaster@hotmail.com
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Welcome to the March 2024 Flyer 
Unfortunately I have to report that Mantracourt are now unable to 
produce the printed copies of the Flyer as they no longer need their 
printer. We are very grateful for what they have done. apart from a 
break during covid they have been printing the copies since the Flyer 
was started by Anne and Brian Curryer. 

If any of you know of someone who can produce 160 copies each 
month please let me know at thefarringdonflyer@gmail.com 

In the meantime we will be reverting to the situation during covid where 
the flyer will be available to view on the Farringdon Facebook page and 
the village website. 

I will also continue to email copies to those who request them. If you 
would like a copy or know of a neighbour in the same position please let 
me know, also at  thefarringdonflyer@gmail.com or 01395 232459 

I am anxious that as many past or present residents as possible 
continue to receive a copy in some way and if you know of anyone who 
has no way of receiving a digital copy please let me know and I will 
endeavor to print them off a copy. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Contributions to the Flyer would be appreciated by the 18th of the 
Month please. 

Please note on the Spring Welcome Ring Workshop in the Village Hall 
on 16th March from 10am till 12.30pm. All profits will go to the Church 
Roof Fund. 

 

 

MONTHLY COFFEE MORNING 

There will be no coffee morning in March due to Village Hall 
unavailability 

The next one will be on Saturday April  6th 

between 10-30am and 12 noon 

Any contributions will go to The Church Roof Fund 
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MARCH GARDENING TIPS: 
 

 
 

Plant bare root trees & hedging plants. Water well when planting if 
conditions are dry & mix bonemeal or fish blood & bone with the soil in 

the hole. 

Clean and disinfect your greenhouse surfaces & glass. 

Lift and divide overgrown clumps of summer flowering perennials to 
plant in other parts of the garden or pass on to friends. 

The birds are starting to build nests: tie up sheep wool or dried moss 
near feeders to line their nests. 

Plant up Dahlia tubers in pots with the stem just showing above the top 
of the compost and water.   

Prune gooseberries - cut back all sideshoots to 2 or 3 buds from the 
main stems and the leading shoots by approximately 1/3. 

Prune bush and shrub roses. You can be quite ruthless with establised 
roses and the aim is to open up the centre to create air and space and 

prevent overcrowding and disease. 
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Summary of Parish Council Meeting 20/02/2024 Farringdon Village 
Hall (Note these are NOT approved minutes)  Full PC minutes once 
approved will be available on the PC page of the village website: 
fra.chessck.co.uk 

Chair J H opened meeting at 7.50pm  (Meeting started late, Clerk       
delayed due to  burst tyre.)  
1. Attendees   Chair J Hutchings, ,  Cllr. B Pearce, Cllr J Bird,   

Clerk Mrs A Sayers, District Cllr E Rylance  2 members of the 
public 

2. Apologies of absence    
Parish Cllr. J Chanot sent apologies (emergency work 
commitment) 

     District Cllr P. Fernley sent apologies could not attend due to 
family illness-  forwarded monthly report  
   Cty Cllrs H Gent & S. Randall-Johnson sent apologies –    
forwarded monthly   report 
3. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda  none 
4. Questions from the Public (15 minutes only) (not minuted)  

members of the public participated 
5. Reports –, District Cllr P Fernley report submitted, chair read out 

general points. 
     6.   Report from Chair  none 
     7.   To confirm the Minutes of the PC meeting 16 /01/24  
The PC unanimously confirmed the minutes and chair JH signed off 

8.    Planning –  
a) APPEAL BY: Mr M Glanvill  APPEAL REF: 
APP/U1105/W/23/3334199 
Proposal: Change of use of land from agricultural use to 
storage (within Use Class B8) for the siting of up to 40 storage 
containers 
Location: Land North of Martin Gate Sidmouth Road 
Aylesbeare  
PC agreed comments as submitted before to be re iterated. Also to 
support Aylesbeare PC. Clerk advised that she was awaiting 
response from Aylesbeare PC . Closing date for written 
representation is 27 March 
b) Ref No: 24/0225/FUL Pending Consideration (Greendale 
Farm Shop) Greendale Farm Shop . Retrospective application 
for a mud ventures building  | Validated: 06/02/2024 PC reviewed 
application- unanimously agreed no concerns 
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c)24/0126/FUL Proposal: New staff office and facilites building. 
Location: Crealy Adventure Park, Sidmouth Road, Clyst St 
Mary EX5 1DR 
PC reviewed application- unanimously agreed no concerns 
d) Any further Update on Local Plan Consultation/Draft—Cllr E 
Rylance advised draft consultation still in early stages- scheduled 
release for March/April 
e) Any other planning matters   Chris James of EA released dust 
monitoring report on operations at Hill Barton. This is available for 
review  (pls contact clerk)  

       9.   Parish Council Matters  
a.   Parishioner Concerns-  

Residents had submitted concerns regarding  ditches 
requiring attention on Parsonage Lane 
     Resident had submitted concern re dust problem    
b.  Proposed PC  projects,  
-a) footpath  No further update on possible new footpath 
-b) A3052 lay bye landscaping  Cllr J Bird advised of contact at 

Bicton who would  be interested in working on community 
landscaping project. Clerk to follow up. 
     c.  Any other Parish Council Matters  Clerk advised that a 
quotation had been requested for repair of bus shelter from GW 
Solutions  
10.  Matters Arising  none 
11.  Items At Chairmans Discretion   none 

      12.  Confirmation of next PC meeting   

PC agreed next meeting 19 March 2024 at 7-30pm 

Chair closed meeting 9.30pm 
                                                                                                                     

Parish Clerk   
 
 

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS 
Alana Sayers Farringdon Parish Clerk - email: 

clerkfarringdonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
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NOTICE FROM FARRINGDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY- IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 
HELPING YOUR COMMUNITY AND JOINING THE PARISH 
COUNCIL PLEASE: 

EMAIL THE CLERK:  clerkfarringdonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
 
CALLING ALL GARDEN DESIGNERS! THE PC WOULD LIKE TO 
ENHANCE THE A3052 LAYBY AREA WITH IDEAS FOR PLANTING .  
THIS WOULD BE A COMMUNITY PROJECT. ANYONE 
INTERESTED IN HELPING THE PC PLEASE  
EMAIL THE CLERK: clerkfarringdonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
 
PRINCES PADDOCK PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY IS NOW OPEN 
AGAIN! THE PATH HAS BEEN STRIMMED AND IS ACCESSIBLE 
FOR ALL TO USE 

 

POTHOLES, ROAD OBSTRUCTIONS AND ANY OTHER MATTERS 
RELATING TO ROAD CONDITIONS. Please do not contact the 
Parish Clerk regarding the above. The correct contact number is 
Devon Highways on 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ 

Tel 0345 155 1004 

 Roads and transport | Devon County Council   
 

 

FARRINGDON VILLAGE HALL 

 
 

Available for hire: £10 per hr 
Contact David Cowler – 01395 232459 
farringdonvillagehalldevon@gmail.com 
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REPORTING NOISE, BAD SMELLS AND ODOURS 

If you are concerned about noise, or a bad smell or odour you 
should contact both the Environment Agency and the EDDC 
Environmental Health (who have a 24 hour reporting service) 
Environment Agency Hotline   0800807060 
EDDC Environmental Health – During working hours 01395517457 
                                                 _ During out of hours 01395 516854 
Please call at the time you are experiencing this 
In addition   ics@environment-agency.gov.uk 
1) name, address, or post code or phone contact# 
2) where suspected noise or smell is coming from 
3) when noise or smell first noticed 
4) rate noise or smell 1 (low) - 6 (high) 
5) weather conditions (if known) 
6) if residence, can you smell odour or hear the noise from inside 
the house with windows opened, with Windows closed. 
 
The following operators have agreed their details can be published 
in The Flyer  so that any issues that parishioners can be raised 
direct as well as reported to EA/EDDC etc. 
 
Farringdon Parish Councillor Jane Chanot is the PC 
Representative on the Hill Barton Liason Committee. Her mobile 
number is 07783 004688 parishioners may contact her with any 
concerns 
   
Operator Contact Details: 
 Coastal Organics (Deep Moor LF Ltd)  - reports@coastaluk.co.uk; 

 Glyn Brooke (Brooke Energy) - Office: 01823 242555 & 
Mobile: 07971280360; 

 Jack Stuart (EMS) – 07814 731526; 
 Tom Stuart (Wash Plant) – 07811 190710; 
 Troy Stuart – 07976 700555; 

Tarmac - Weekday telephone number 01395 232739 - Evening/ 
Weekend number 07483 955871 (Plant normal operating hours are 
Monday to Friday 0530 – 1500 
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WHAT TO DO IN THE EVENT OF A FLOOD 
In the event of a flood, there are many authorities available to help. 
Below outlines who should be contacted for the various types of 
flooding incidents and emergencies that occur. The local authorities rely 
on information reported to them to inform any investigations and 
prioritization of investment. If it is an emergency and there is danger to 
life as a result of flooding, you should not hesitate to call 999 

To report flooding of the highway and blocked drains contact Devon 
County Council’s Highway Customer Service Centre on 0345 155 1004 
or visit the Roads and Transport webpage. Office hours are Monday to 
Friday 8am – 8pm and Saturdays 9am – 1pm. For emergencies outside 
of these hours call 01392 383329  

For any flooding on major trunk roads (the M5, A30, A38, A35 and 
A303) contact the Highways Agency on 0300 123 5000 (24 hour 
service) 

To report flooding from sewers and water pipes contact South West 
Water on 0344 346 2020 (24 hour service) 

For enquiries about flood warnings contact the Environment Agency’s 
Floodline on 0345 988 1188 (24 hour service) 

For general enquiries about Main River or flooding from the sea contact 
the Environment Agency on 03708 506 506 

For all other flooding enquiries contact the Devon County Council Flood 
Risk Management Team on 0345 155 1015 or  
email floodrisk@devon.gov.uk 

Preparing for a flood 
Please refer to Devon County Council and Environment Agency web 
pages for advice on what to do before, during and after a flood. In the 
first instance of flooding and sandbag requests contact your local 
District or Parish Council to be directed to any local sandbag supplies 
that may be available. 
Sign up to flood warnings: https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-
warnings 
Flood Alert: Flooding is possible. Be prepared. 
Flood Warning: Flooding is expected. Immediate action required. 
Severe Flood Warning: Severe flooding. Danger to life 
Warnings no longer in force: No further flooding is currently expected 
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A Tribute to Brian Curryer from his Sister  

It’s a real privilege for me today to be here giving this tribute on behalf 
of the family, to my wonderful brother Brian. When I look around and 
see how many people are here I realise that this is a true celebration of 
a life well lived and all of you, I’m sure, have your own stories of the 
many ways in which Brian touched your lives. He was truly a force and 
presence to be reckoned with! 

Brian, as the firstborn, was born in Caroline House in the Exeter Road, 
Exmouth and was therefore a real Devonian, since Mum travelled from 
London especially for the birth. Ian and I always joke that he was more 
important than us as we both had to make do with London as our 
birthplace. It’s interest to note that both our names are a diminutive of 
Brian, heaven knows what a 4th child would have been called! 

Living in London post war for Brian and Ian was an adventurous time 
with plenty of freedom. They enjoyed the games of all cockney street 
urchins such as Knock Down Ginger which involved banging on the 
front door of a victim and then legging it, often leaving a 4yr old me to 
face the consequences. 

Their first and foremost hobby was train spotting and Brian’s love of 
trains was a legendary part of his whole life. They used to leave 
halfpenny cons on the track at Liverpool Station to be plattend by an 
approaching train. (this morning I left Brian with a 1947 halfpenny, his 
birth year, to carry on the tradition!) 

The move to Devon in 1960 was a turning point for the whole family 
with Brian and Ian able to share their love of cycling, at one point in 
their teens cycling to London and back, a feat which I think nearly killed 
Ian! 

As a career Brian was determined to join the Metropolitan Police and 
was devastated when turned down at interview, definitely their loss but 
in hindsight by far the best outcome for Brian. However, this put him on 
track to join the Royal Military Police, on the advice of a teacher, from 
which he never looked back .He began his training in Chichester in 
1965 and his first posting was to Helmstedt Germany where he helped 
to man the Ckeckpoint Charlie border crossing to Berlin. Brian always 
told the story of nodding off on duty one day only to be woken by the 
sound of gunshots fired over his hut as someone escaped across the 
border. He never again slept on duty! 
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His next 2 year posting to Penang in Malaya was a very different affair 
and areal culture shock for a Devon lad, but friends were made and still 
kept to this day. The move to Plymouth meant frequent visits to 
Exmouth and it was then that he met Anne whom he subsequently 
married in 1972, which was the start of a 52 year partnership and a very 
happy marriage. They were clearly made for each other which makes 
his loss now all the harder to bear.  

Whilst at Barnard Castle in Yorkshire Brian decided to apply for SIB 
training, (Special Investigation Branch) and he and Anne moved to 
London for 18 months whilst he trained at Hendon and was then 
attached to Great Scotland Yard. He became one of only 200 SIB 
officers overseeing numerous and sometimes distressing crimes that 
had to be dealt with quickly and efficiently. Brian was a master of his job 
and very well thought of by all his colleagues. 

Moves followed to Osnabrook in Germany, Lisbon in Northern Ireland 
where he was seconded to the RUC, Colchester, Cyprus and Celle in 
Germany. Brian was amazed whilst in N Ireland  to receive a surprise 
visit from Ian, who flew over and hired a taxi asking for the police 
barracks. Brian could never understand how he made it in one piece 
without being shot! Anne accompanied Brian on all his postings 
including the very dangerous N Ireland. It was a real partnership.  

In 1979 Brian decided that he needed to change career before his time 
in the army came to an enforced end and, having reached the rank of 
Staff Sergeant, applied to join the Royal Devon and Cornwall Police. 
During his training he received the Hamilton Bobby trophy for being the 
smartest Bobby! Brian certainly wore his uniform well. 

As a probationer at Newton Abbot Brian encountered his first female 
boss, not something he was used to! (and a few choice words thrown in 
at the start) The news of his first posting to Aylesbeare was not very 
well received by Brian, the idea of being buried in the countryside did 
not appeal! He was later sent to do CID training but quickly realised that 
the pace of work was infinitely slower than in the Military Police. 

Aylesbeare for Brian was a turning point right from the very first knock 
on the Police House door when Oobi his Special Constable introduced 
himself, followed by a farmer reporting the loss of his ducks. A 
perplexed Brian asked Oobi what he was supposed to do and received 
the reply that there were no lost ducks but the farmer just wanted to 
look over him! 
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Brian was the ideal village policeman and could have been made for 
the role, treating it as a privilege to serve his patch and giving freely of 
his time with humour and common sense. The move to their first house 
in Farringdon in 1986 coincided with the birth of their very special and 
long awaited daughter, Michelle, who completed their lives and whom 
Brian adored. Brian loved the area and when retirement was again 
forced on him in 2002 began his 3rd and final career as a Firearms 
Enquiry Officer based at Cullompton, receiving a commendation for 
hard work and dedication in 2014. He remained there for 14 yrs until 
finishing in 2016 at the age of 68 when his retirement truly began. 

Brian and Anne’s final move was to their current, much smaller house 
with no hedge to cut! (those of you who know Brian’s hedge will 
understand what that meant!) Brian loved it there and could spend time 
with Michelle, her husband Luke and his much loved grandson William, 
to whom he was known as “Pop”. 

This tells you the story of Brian’s life but not about the man behind it. 
Brian was kind and caring with an amazing and wicked sense of 
humour, he would make fun of others but could also take a joke against 
himself. He would call a spade a spade and had his knuckles rapped on 
more than one occasion for a flyaway remark, which was never meant 
to be taken seriously. He cared for mum for many tears when Ian and I 
were too far away to help, he cut the church grass, he delivered the 
village magazine. In short, if ever a job needed doing Brian was your 
man. He was my big brother, my rock when both dad and mum died 
and it seems inconceivable that I shall never see his gorgeous smile or 
hear his laugh again. I take comfort from knowing that Brian lived his 
best life and enjoyed every moment of it. 

You will always be in our hearts Brian (or perhaps I should say Brain 
since I’ve mistakenly written it so many times writing this) and we will 
never forget you. This tribute to Brian is not in what I’ve written but in 
the presence of each and every one of you today. Brian never wanted 
any fuss but how can you acknowledge such a man as Brian without it. 

 

 
Keep smiling, keep laughing 

Brian: I just hope the trains are 
running on time! 
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Church Services in the White Cross Mission Community for 
March 

Sunday March 3rd           Third Sunday in Lent 
9.30am Woodbury 

Salterton 
Holy Communion Rev Margaret 

Scrivener 
9.30am Clyst St 

Mary 
Family Service  Rev Stuart 

11.15am Aylesbeare Holy Communion Rev Jean  
11.15am Woodbury Holy Communion  Rev Nigel Mason 
6.00pm Exton Evening Worship  Rev Roz Harrison 
Sunday March 10th           MOTHERING SUNDAY 

9.30am Exton Holy Communion Rev Margaret 
Scrivener 

9.30am Clyst St 
George 

Breakfast Family Service Rev Stuart 

11.15am Farringdon Holy Communion  Rev Sid Humphries 

11.15am Woodbury Holy Communion Rev Karen Spray 
Sunday March 17th          Forth Sunday in Lent 
9.30am Clyst St 

Mary 
Holy Communion Rev Nigel Mason 

9.30am Woodbury 
Salterton 

Breakfast Family Service Rev Jean Burrows 

9.30am to 
11.00am 

Aylesbeare Family warm space Lay Led 

9.30am Exton Morning Worship Lay Led 
10.30am Woodbury Family Service Lay Led 
Sat March 23rd 
12-00pm 
to 4.00pm 

Clyst St 
Mary 

Easter Fest Lay Led 

Sun  March 24th                  PALM SUNDAY 

9.30am Farringdon Morning Worship Rev Stuart Huntley 

11.15am Clyst St 
George 

Holy Communion Rev Sid Humphries 

6.30pm Woodbury Cross of Christ Lay Led  
Thurs March 28th               MAUNDY THURSDAY 

18.30 Farringdon Stripping the Altar with Holy 
Communion 

Rev Sid Humphries 
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Friday March 29th              GOOD FRIDAY 
11.15am 
kids 9.30 

Woodbury 
Salterton 

Passion Play  Lay Led 

11.30am Woodbury Walk of Witnesses Lay Led 
2.00pm Clyst St 

George 
Meditation Rev Margaret 

Scrivener 
Sat  March 30th                     EASTER EVE 
7.00pm Clyst St 

Mary 
Easter Eve Holy Communion by 

Candlelight  
Rev Sid Humphries 

Sunday March 31
st
                EASTER SUNDAY 

9.30am Farringdon Holy Communion Rev Sid Humphries 

9.30am Exton Holy Communion Rev Stuart Huntley 

9.30am Clyst St 
George 

Holy Communion Rev Karen Spray 

11.15am Woodbury Holy Communion Rev Tony Raven 

 

Any baptisms, marriages, funeral services or hospital visits may 
be arranged by contacting 

 the Church Admin Officer Jill Dupain  dupain@hotmail.co.uk  or 

the Church Warden Dawn Cowler on 01395 232249 

 

Zoom Services in the White Cross Mission Community 

Morning Prayer              Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays @ 9.30 

Please email Jill at Dupain@hotmail.co.uk for the zoom address ( It is 
the usual Jacquie zoom address for those who have been on zoom 
before) 

 

YOUR CHURCHYARD NEEDS YOU 
If anyone could spend an hour or so to help out with the maintenance 
of the churchyard, this would be most appreciated. 
This could be mowing, strimming or keeping the graves and hedges 
tidy.  
If you could spare a little time to help please contact David on 01395 
232459 
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DO YOU NEED ASSISTANCE WITH THE COST OF YOUR CHILD’S 
EDUCATION? 

ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH UNIVERSITY FEES, THE COST OF 
SCHOOL TRIPS, MUSICAL TUITION etc? 

If so, the church may be able to help you. There is a charitable trust 
called the Challice Educational Foundation which is able to offer 
assistance to any children under the age of 25 years of age who live in 
Farringdon. 

If you think we may be able to help, do telephone me for a chat to 
discuss your needs.    Dawn – 01395 232249 
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FARRINGDON VILLAGE HALL 
Available for hire: £10 per hr 

Parties, meetings, classes,  
CONTACT DAVID COWLER – 01395 232459 

farringdonvillagehalldevon@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The Drive, Farringdon, Exeter, EX5 2JB 

Mantracourt.com   Tel: 01395 234000 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Farringdon Flyer is published with 

the continuing support of James Harvey 

in memory of his parents  

Francis and Waveny (formerly of Rydon 

Motors) who  were keen supporters 
 
 
 


